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Badges in 
Moodle

Issue Badges to.. 
• University
• School 
• Company 

• Students
• Learners

Badges:
• recognize achievements 
• build pathways to work towards learning goals
• way to identify talent based on competency and 

attitude
• validation for skills and achievements.

Issue badges through:
• Activity/course completion
• Competencies 
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Within Moodle, a competency describes the level of understanding or proficiency of a learner in a certain subject related skill. 

Source: https://docs.moodle.org/36/en/Competencies 

A competency framework is an organized collection of competencies.

Competencies in Moodle

Teachers can:
• Define competencies
• Organise competencies in competency frameworks
• Create, import and export competency frameworks
• Add competencies in courses and activities
• Link competencies with Badges 
• Add competencies to a learning plan

• Manually rate course competencies 

Students can:
• See available competencies in courses or activities 
• Obtain competencies 
• Get awarded with a badge within a competency
• Attach evidence for the competency if it is 

required

https://docs.moodle.org/36/en/Competencies
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use in

•  courses

•  activities

Competencies in Moodle
Import competency frameworks

Select competency 
framework and download 

Import 
Import already made competency 

frameworks from repository

In competency 
frameworks repository 
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Scales are a way of evaluating or rating a students' performance. Administrators can create standard scales which are 
available across the site, and teachers can create custom scales just for their own course. 

https://docs.moodle.org/36/en/Scales  

Scales can be simple or more complex depending on requirements. Within a scale you must mark the point at which a user is 
classed as proficient in that skill if that status is reached.

Scales are used when rating a competency. An individual competency in a framework can have a different scale to the 
framework.

Scales in Moodle

• Competency frameworks
• Competencies

Create Scale
use in 

Common European scale 

https://docs.moodle.org/36/en/Scales
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Competencies in Moodle

A course teacher can list which of the competencies they will be teaching in their course from the competencies. Competencies an be 
linked to one or more courses/ activities, to further help students understand which assignments relate to which key skills/learning 
objectives (competencies) and teachers can view students progress, or areas of difficulty in courses through competencies. Students will 
also have the ability to see how their understanding is being rated against key competencies.

Add/link Competencies to courses 
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Competencies in Moodle

Once you have linked competencies to a course, you then have the option to link competencies to specific activities. Within your course 
you must first add an activity, for example an assignment and then you can link it to competencies. In the courses, apart from linking 
competency completion to course completion, the most useful way to use them, is to link them to activities within the courses, so that 
teachers can view students progress and difficulties in each activity of the course. 

It is possible to map more than one competencies to an activity. It is possible to use activity completion to automatically complete - or add 
evidence to course competencies. If the competency is set to be completed when students attach evidence, they can attach a url or upload  
a file (video, doc, etc), teachers won´t be alerted once the evidence is available, so the students should request a review. 

Add/link Competencies to activities
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Badges are a good way of celebrating achievement and showing progress. Badges may be awarded based on a 
variety of chosen criteria and can link to one or more competencies.
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A learning plan defines a set of competencies which you can assign to an individual or group of learners. Learning plans can 
be particularly useful if there are a selection of competencies over multiple frameworks that you wish you assess in one 
location as opposed to over several courses. A learning plan can be a series of courses or pathways in which students will 
get to meet that plan.

Once a Competency framework has been set up, you can then create a learning plan template. A learning plan template 
defines a set of competencies which you can assign to a group of users. This is better than creating individual learning plans 
for many different students and means you only need to update the template and the changes will appear for all students.

Competencies in Moodle
Create learning plans 
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Competencies in Moodle
Complete competencies 

Students can view available competencies in courses and become competent in them by completing the linked 
activities. 
Competencies help students understand the skills they need to have to complete a course or a set of 
assignments. It is also a great way to view they progress and difficulties within a course. 
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Badges in Moodle
Earn badges through competencies 

Students can´t earn a badge only by passing a competency as we can see in Linking Competencies with 
Badges, teachers must also select either:
• Manual issue by role
• Course completion
• Awarded badges
• Activity completion
And after adding one or more of the choices above, they can also add one or more competencies for the 
students to complete. 
Students can´t see that the badges are linked to competencies. 
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Evidence in Moodle
Attach evidence

First the teacher has to:
1. Create competency Framework
2. Add /link Competencies to courses 
3. Add /link Competencies to activities
4. Set attach evidence upon activity completion in competency

• In badges
• In competencies
• In learning plans
(linked with competencies) 

Not shown to students/ automatically added by moodle

Students can manually attach evidence of prior learning(upload any file)

Attach evidence in moodle: 
• for students to link files, which they send for review to the teacher, to show that they are competent in an assignment or a quiz 

which is linked to a competency- can only manually add evidence if a competency is linked to a learning plan.
• for teachers to request and then review the evidence of the students work- it is a manual procedure to review evidence. Either it 

is automatically added by moodle, in the case of competencies and badges, or manually added by the student, in the case of 
competencies in learning plans. Teachers by setting `attach evidence´ upon activity competion in a competency, though the 
student can´t see that he has to attach evidence, he also can´t pass the competency until the teacher reviews the automated 
evidence (link to the activity added by moodle). On the contrary, if teachers set `complete the competency´ upon activity 
completion, then the student after completing it, can see that they are competent.  
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